
 

Advent Vespers 2018 

“Finding Christmas in the Chaos” 



Welcome!   Please take a moment to silence cell phones and other electronic devices. 
 

Musical Prelude 
 Imagine       Keith and Kristin Getty 
 I Wonder as I Wander        arr. John Jacob Niles 
 O Come, O Come Emmanuel (flute)           arr. William  Cutter 
 
Call to Worship:  

A voice cries in the wilderness: “prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in  
the desert a highway for our God.” As we worship this evening, let us prepare  
to welcome God’s dramatic work in our midst, in our hearts, in our community,  
and in all of creation. Come, let us worship God! 
 

Opening Hymn   Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers  (see bulletin insert)    
       
Lighting the Advent Candles 
 Last Sunday, we lit the first candle of Advent, the candle of HOPE.   

We put our hope in the one to come, the promised one who comes from God  
to bring the good news of salvation. We hope in the one who will lead us to walk  
in the light of the LORD. We hope he will not let us live in dark valleys, but on the high 
mountain of God.  
Testifying against suffering and darkness, we kindle this light. Together, we proclaim 
to the world that in Christ, we have HOPE. 

 
Response  
 
 
 
 
The Prayer of Confession   

Merciful God, always with us, always coming: We confess that we do not know 
how to prepare for your Advent. We have forgotten how to hope in miracles; 
we have ignored the promise of your kingdom; we get distracted by all the busyness  
of this season. Forgive us, God. Grant us the simple wonder of the shepherds, 
the intelligent courage of the Magi, and the patient faith of Mary and Joseph 
that we may journey with them to Bethlehem and find the good news of a child born  
for us. Now, in the quiet of our hearts, we ask you to make us ready for his coming. 
Amen. 

 
Silent Confession 
 
The Assurance of Forgiveness    
 Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel: 
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
 



 
Sharing the Peace of Christ        The peace of Christ be with you all.                       And also with you. 
 Please take a moment to greet those around you and share Christ’s peace. 
 
 A Reading from Scripture      Psalm 37: 7        Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him.  
 
The Message                                                                   Finding Christmas in the Chaos:  Lost and Found 
 
Song of Communion            Advent Song     (see bulletin insert)                             Steve and Sharol Hayner 

  
The Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 

The Invitation to the Table 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you.               And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.                    We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to God.       It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Therefore we praise you with all the saints that  
you have scattered through time who forever say:  

 Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
Who was and is and is to come. Hosanna in the Highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord  Hosanna in the Highest. 

 Loving God thank you for remembering your covenant with us …  
 Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 We pray this through the Prince of Peace who taught us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Institution and Distribution of the Elements 

Our Communion is alcohol-free and gluten-free, so that all might partake.  
Everyone is welcome at God’s Table. 
 

Communion  Music         Grave and Allegro from Sonata in F                                         Daniel Purcell 
 
 

Closing Prayer  
Mary’s child Jesus, hope of the world, light up the way of faith for all who walk in doubt, 
loneliness, need, or darkness. As you are goodness and truth in human form, grant us  
to borrow from you some splinters of your compassion, that in our small way we may 
anticipate the coming of your kingdom here on this fragile earth. For you are coming  
to reign, in the name of the Father and in the power of the Spirit. Amen. 

 
The Sending Hymn       Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  (Stuttgart)                                 Hymnal No. 1                                         
 
Closing Benediction 



Participants in Tonight’s Service 
Preacher:  Dale Chapin 

Advent Candlelighter: Eugenia Brown 
John Rafoth, piano and organ 

Kathy Otterson, voice and flute 
Communion Server: Arlene Linn 

 

Soup and Sacred Space 

Advent Supper (5:30pm)and Vespers Service (6:30pm) 

Wednesday, December 12  
Music begins at 6:15pm in the Chapel 

“Shepherds All” – Luke 2: 8-14 
 

Wednesday, December 19 
Music begins at 6:15pm in the Chapel 

“A Restless Hunger for God” – Zechariah 2:13 

  

Now, the natural world is dormantð now is the time of darknessð 

sunlight is waning ð life is in seeming stasis. 
And in this dark time ð this time of dormancy and twilight ð 

the church moves into Advent. 
Longing is at the heart of the darkness in Advent.  
Longing for possibility, longing for fulfillment. 

It is a longing for  Christmas and the birth of the baby Jesus. 
And that is enough.             

~Susan Palo Cherwien 
 
 
 

#ÈÒÉÓÔ 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÉÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ     ωττ %ÁÓÔ 'ÏÒÈÁÍ 3ÔÒÅÅÔȟ -ÁÄÉÓÏÎ  υσχπσ 
φπψȢςυχȢτψτυ                ×××ȢÃÐÃÍÁÄÉÓÏÎȢÏÒÇ 

 
7Å ÁÒÅ Á ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ  ÃÅÎÔÅÒÅÄ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÇÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÌÏÖÅȟ  

ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÂÙ ÇÒÁÃÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÆÏÒÔÈ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅȢ  


